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POWER TO THE P

A community-owned hydro scheme in
Glenachulish is now generating energy
that can power over 400 homes - as well
asanew job.

The project is delivering lasting
benefits across Lochaber and helping
Scotland reduce its use of fossil fuels.

Thanks to the scheme, it has generated
an annual payment to the Ballachulish
Community Company and is also
helping fund a new part-time job at the
Lochaber Environmental Group (LEG).

“The payment to Ballachulish benefits
the local community, the funding
of the part-time manager’s post is
already enabling LEG to consolidate
and expand its environmental work
throughout Lochaber and generating
green energy reduces our reliance on
fossil fuels and lessens the emissions of
greenhouse gases. It's a green thing that
means we can do more green things,”
said LEG chairperson Marian Austin,

It was volunteers on the LEG board
who started developing the community
hydro ‘scheme before handing it over
to LEG Power Lochaber Ltd, a commu-
nity benefit company set up to build it
and run it,

Energy4All helped to raise over
£2 million in community shares and
loans to fund the construction of the
540kW scheme which should produce

enough energy for about 420 homes.

The first energy was produced in early
September 2022,

The scheme has not been without
challenges, some ongoing, and teething
problems including Covid delays and a
flood, said Marian but “even so, a total
of 3,767,194 kWh of power has been
produced in its first three years. This is
less than originally projected but is still
alot of green energy.”

Once the flood repair costs, loan
interest payments and the community
shareholders” returns were met, there
was asmall surplus. In accordance with
the community benefit company rules,
this is donated to LEG. It also allowed
the yoluntary payment to Ballachulish
community company.

This money has helped LEG create a
part-time development manager post
and Fiona Tinnion has been recruited
to increase the impetus to more sus-
tainable living for Lochaber people.

One of herfirst tasks is to source other
funding to match the hydro money and
hopefully double it. In addition, she is
also getting to grips with making the
organisation run more efficiently, sup-
porting existing staffand volunteers on
LEG’s other current programmes as
well as developing new projects.

Marian said: “The public funding we
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Glenachulish hydro has helped
power funding to recruit Fiona
Tinnion to support more ways of
sustainable living for the people of
Lochaber.

receive is often short-term and limited
to a particular environmental project.
It doesn’t usually cover any manage-
ment time and only limited overheads.

“It is frustrating when the funding
for a development officer ends and the
hard-won momentum is lost as the

EOP

-environmentally

volunteer board has limited capacity
to carry on. 'The ability to fund a more
permanent post will help overcome this
problem.”

Development manager Fiona said the
job is giving her the chance to make a
real difference in the area and support
people to live more sustainably.

“There’s a wealth of knowledge within
the organisation already,” she said,
“and I'm keen to build on that. I'm
especially focused on renewable energy

and energy efficiency, and I'm looking |

forward to working with other partners
on this in the future.”

" LEG’s other ongoing projects include
its Bike Shed Project improving the
community’s access fto two-wheel
transport, there is also a crofters” and
gardeners’ cooperative which runs a
fortnightly online shop, there is a com-
munity waste scheme - and they have
Repair Cafes,

Future wise, Marian said: "There
is so much more that can be done
to help people in Lochaber to make
sustainable choices and live in a more
responsible  way.
With the hydro income providing a
more stable foundation, LEG can plan
further ahead and build on its work
supporting Lochaber’s transition to a
more sustainable future.” 7
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| Over £700 was raised at a

lunch in Plockton Hall on

Saturday November 8. The
money will go towards the
childrens’ Christmas party
and also a donation to hall

| funds for major repairs to the

roof. The hall extension was
30 years old on November 11.

Council meetings

There will be no meeting of
Ardgour Community Council
in December. The next
meeting will take place on

| Tuesday January 13 7.30pm

and will be online only. In the
meantime, any urgent items
can be emailed to secretary,
ardgourcc@gmail.com and
will be circulated by email to
ACC members for discussion.

Pride get-together

Lochaber Pride are holding
a Christmas get-together on
Tuesday December 2 at the
Lochaber Hope Community
Hub, Fort William. Go along
between 5.15pm and 6.15pm

| to enjoy mince pies, yule log

and alcohol-free mulled wine,




